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A great many people consider homelessness to be an individual misfortune influencing 
the individuals who can't manage the cost of the expense of leasing or claiming a home. In any 
case, why, in the mid 1980s, did such countless Americans find themselves homeless?

In Los Angeles County, 75,000 blue collar positions were lost somewhere in the range of 
1978 and 1982. The film business shrank extraordinarily in the mid 1980s, and with the finish of 
the Cold War, work in protection subordinate enterprises plunged (in 1990 alone, just about 
20,000 safeguard related positions vanished in Southern California). Simultaneously, low-ability, 
low-wage occupations in nondurable manufacturing and administrations developed, invigorated 
by the declining force of worker's organizations and the expanding accessibility of low-expertise 
migrant work. These movements captivated the neighborhood wage distribution. Partially due to 
these work market elements, the homelessness rate in Los Angeles County developed from 8%
in 1969 to 14 percent by 1987.

Soon after 1973, 4.5 million units were taken out from the country's housing stock, half of 
which was involved by low-pay families. In a similar period, more than 1 million SRO units were 
lost, and the country's public housing program was everything except deserted. It was



supplanted by the 'Part 8' lease sponsorship program that expanded the private area selection
of beneficiaries yet just unassumingly expanded the load of reasonable housing. Government
approvals for housing appropriations added up to 7 percent of the complete financial plan in
1978; yet by the last part of the 1980s, this extent had contracted to 0.7 percent.
Simultaneously, the ascent in single-individual families drastically expanded the interest for
housing the country over.


